Pope Pius XI
come the archbishops and bishops who are making their
periodical reports in Rome, and the diplomatic represen-
tatives of nations having relations with the Holy See and
prominent personages, who arc received in the Library,
At about twelve o'clock, the Holy Father should start
his public audiences, which go on until well past two
o'clock. There is no break in this routine throughout
the year, except in August, when the Pope goes to his
summer resort, Castel Gamlolfo, where there is some re-
laxation in the routine. After the audiences the Pope
always dines alone whilst his secretary reads aloud to him
from some work chosen by the Holy Father,
At four o'clock, the Pope gets into his motor-car and
drives to the foot of the Vatican gardens, where he takes
a walk wet or fine, At the end of his walk he always
visits the Grotto of Lourtlcs, where he kneels for a few
minutes* prayer. He then goes to the small Shrine of St
T6r&se of Lisieux, where he says a final prayer before
returning to the Vatican* When he returns from his walk
he begins his audiences again and continues them till a
late hour, so that the light evening meal with which he
ends the evening is often considerably postponed* This is
followed by evening prayers surrounded by his entourage,
and then he retires to his own private rooms, where he
continues to work until midnight. He always retires on
the stroke of midnight, and until his recent illness was
able to fall asleep immediately. Such m the daily routine
of the Pope,
His organisation for Catholic Action in Italy has been
carried on for many years more or less on the same lines
as those of his predecessors* He did, however, bring in
certain changes about the time of the commencement of